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€. to convey the impression by in-
direction that the pressures of
public opinior are graduslly force
ing it to a recognitiop that it
oanpot wic and must eventually

4. %o ksep ite mouth shut-windefinite iy~
sbout its real intontions in talking
to the Forth Vietnanese,

., tomcthurinthe%mth ro-
lentlessly,
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that it would
- and date, It
dnont and send credible
ated place. There
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 seeking ta
Confronted with

of North Vistnam would continue, bomb-
- Xao e, and ths war in the
» P to the edge of the D, would be pressed,

4, Hanot i already expsoting anotker pauge
is the bombing and would, therefore, not be sur-
prised, While it would much want to believe that
the US van beginping to give, 1t would be deeply

fous that thie was some sors. ot political
trick.  Both idexs would act to Barden Hanoi's
positicn. The XNorth Vietnamese would not respond
to the invitation to talke-and might publicly
reject it-ebut m%g rnti;er ComBence & period of
. ¥ would seek to uncover ap "hidden
canditions™ in the US position and to agtabliah
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728 willing to talk on the basis of the Four Pointy
or was willing to negotiate with the NIF. :

8. On the ground, Hanoi would do all it
could to intengify military pressure in the Bouth,
but would probably scale down ite overt attacks
acroas the DENZ (It would be suffictently inter-
ested in the potentis} of the US offer sot to
Jeopardize further pProgremas by putting the Us in
A8 intolerable situation). Hanot would also take
full advantage of the cessation of bombardment to
put it house ip the North in order, to stockpile
and fortify in the area north of the D2, ana to
reduy. ‘ bom ;

b although itg capability to pursue the
Ry i:thb'aauth wolild not be substantially im..
P:l‘a"?ﬁ - g ’

7. Durisg this period, the game would he g
difficult one for the US government. As the halt
continued without vigible results, the adminigtra.
tion would come ulider severe attack from the po-
lltggalﬂrizkt; which would want attackll on the

3 + While pressures from the left
would bp weaker, there would pe increasing demands
for concessions the longer the Rorih Vietnam-
v8e held cut, Canunlties on both sides in the
Bouth, except in the DNy, would probably rise
sharply. The administration would have to main-

& vacomring attitude toward Banoi, apg
porhaps in tige give & little ground to Hanoi's
sdditional conditions, without Compromising its
nbiiity‘ta»eoatinua the war in the South, 1t
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would have to be Sxceptionally patient and close-

wnout,

while valting for the

bremsures it had

generated to soften Banol's intransigence,
33. These pressures would be incressingly

sirong.
of the's '

e enemy positions
1at§g:at£anal pPressure
wou ; @

Banol that it ig

barking on
' ant, Eang

The intemsified fighting in the South
eRun2bly result in g further weekening

there. At the mame time,

the US must convey to

inning to fold its tepts,

myet comvey to Boscow that it is seeking g
'ty at a reasocnable settlement batore = T
RPOUS course),
i would want tC believe that

Finally, and

the ﬁa,raﬁrxalznmiaa the French patn, {The
iemgening domestic pressure achieved hy
ks bombardeent would be partly

9, Hemol would insisi that such talks be
_exploratory, aithough the U8 woula
B publicize the fact they were taking

place. Its ohjective would be to probe the ys

orly to the bombing, the status of the NLF is the
1ssue aT which the administration's position
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vis vis its own public ig weakest, and they
wouig sesk to exploit the contradiction betwoen
tkirgtt%é:@ ﬁ?ﬁmd the administration's need to

*

harm of its own poaition. It

Gt “Rﬁ’f at the sane time be
respoad cind if any give an
¢ in Hanol's pomition), be

= The US obhjective at this point woula

e 30 entangle the North Vietnanese in dig.
eusaions whick did mnot go the vay they expected
n 1t Vhen they discovered that the us
mt:n‘ tg:zm of abandoning its goale in the

iys f
lefield when s net plarn has

Seversl months the US had
the Communist position in the
sesk to bresak off the talks
; the blame could be thrown on
U8 stubborznsss end that the adverse trends both
in the PS and in the Bouth couild be reversed,

i2. Rere they would run tuto difficulttes,
T™e fact of talke over 2 period of meversl souths,

8 wider B o
Tespectable GYN, international opinion w ym‘s
: ] The

| A de, and with an incmmmg
: RE
longer %:nﬁ the US position unressonnbie.,
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it grew steadily weakey,

noi ' ; t to such » 2tate, it
would no longor matter whether z negotiated
mttlamt aVer onsued,

13, The Scexaric outlined above holds true
only G# US resclve remains firm and $f the U8
and saintair thais Romentur in the Bouth,
& has three aMjor weaknesses, mmti by taking

tmﬁiﬂmﬁwtmitunlium%&

1ing that thess forces wounld aot dunlly
Some to hamper itg opérations in the South, An
atmomphere in which both gides were resirained
from wtmum? activity would cloarly favor
the ' te, Bsecend, Ceamation o tbardment ,
"Bile 1t would not directly or decluively affect
;:: ¥ar in the South, would strengthen the North
taanese foverument and Sncourage it to persist,
Third, the scemariq ABsumes that the cessation of
pursuit of talks will he
te publte support for the
- & combination of talks and
' T8 South will offget A COn~
tinued high rate of casunlties, This may not be
the came, and the gy could find itpels talking
to the Nort Victuamese from 5 Position of ox-
treme w38, The scenario st least offerg
chance of reversing ox retarding ;:e Present
, t
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